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and spiritual.   It is easy to object that present conditions do
not in the least look favourable to the entrenchment of a
resolute ethical Fronde. Beyond doubt many more strongholds
of the ethical and religious forces of the nation, and perhaps
the most prominent ones, will be evacuated. Nothing, indeed,
can be more deeply disturbing to any non-Catholic than the
capitulation of the Catholic prelates of Austria before a system
whose hostility to Christianity is no mere chance but the
essence of its nihilist doctrine of violence, a hostility which its
leader and his satraps have voiced again and again in unmis-
takable terms.   Undoubtedly the attitude of the Austrian
bishops struck a heavy blow at the slowly developing healing
forces of reason. Even the non-Catholic honours in the Catholic
church one of the strongest of the historic powers and the
incorporation of the Christian doctrine without which Europe
would cease to be what it has been and still is.   But to the
simplest of our fellow-men it is a much more shocking thing
that these high dignitaries of the church, who had but recently
renewed their declaration of loyalty to the death to the prin-
ciples which National Socialism has brutally flouted, should
have broken faith. That immoral action must damage for years
the confidence in an institution which can provide the firmest
of all support for the ethical regeneration of the nations.
Scarcely ever has a Christian church delivered such effective
weapons into the hands of its enemies as the Catholic church
of Austria.
This attitude may even result in the destruction of the
Catholic church in its present form and constitution. No less
fanatical than the determination of the National Socialist
leaders to unite all Germans in a Greater Germany is their
determination to liberate the Christian confessions from all
international connexions and to confine them entirely within
the national frontiers. The schismatic creation of a national
Catholic church is only a question of time. And even this will